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GREETINGS FROM YOUR DIRECTOR        September 2024  

I am hoping that all of you have had 

a great summer so far. It is already 

August, and our annual RMR 

meeting is almost here.  I hope to see 

quite a few of you in Sioux Falls 

South Dakota.  I heard the National 

Convention was quite a success this 

year in Colorado.  Congratulations to 

all who worked or helped with that 

endeavor.  

It's been scorching hot in 

Nebraska lately. I'm sure many 

of you can relate to the 

anticipation of waiting for your 

tomatoes to ripen, only to have 

them stalled by the heat. It 

reminds me of a similar 

situation two years ago when I 

had a surplus of green 

tomatoes, but a sudden freeze 

prevented many from ripening. 
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Directorôs Message cont. 

I am looking forward to hearing from your State and all of the things that you have been doing.  

My hope is that as President of your state, you will bring an interesting report to read at the 

RMR meeting.  It is always great to hear what you are doing, and each of us comes away with 

at least one great idea to bring back to our state. 

Donôt forget to bring a basket from your state for the ways and means.  I think it would be fun if 

you added at least one item that is representative of your state.  Letôs show off our state this 

year!!!! 

Have a great rest of your summer, and again, I hope to see a lot of you in Sioux Falls, South 

Dakota August 30 and 31.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

Robbie Kupper       
Rocky Mountain Region Director     

315 East 6th Street 
Ogallala, NE  69153 

(308)289-6051 
fgcninc@gmail.com  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember: 

September 19, 2024  NGC Fall Board Meeting   St. Louis, MO 

May 18-22, 2025   NGC National Convention  N. Charleston, SC 

          Embassy Suites by Hilton 

August 22-23, 2025  RMR Annual Meeting   Cheyenne, WY 

  

 

Next Deadline to 

submit to Rambler: 

October 20th  

 

mailto:fgcninc@gmail.com
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RMR Treasurerôs Report 

Rocky Mountain Region General Funds 

(not restricted/designated) 
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RMR Treasurerôs Report 

Rocky Mountain Region Garden Clubs 

Life Membership Funds 

8/28/2024 
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RMR Treasurerôs Report 

Rocky Mountain Region Disaster Funds 
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RMR Treasurerôs Report 

Rocky Mountain Region Garden Clubs 

Bank Transactions 

FY23 (June 1, 2022-May 31, 2023) 
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RMR Treasurerôs Report 

 
     Budget vs. Actual    RMR Garden Clubs Inc.    BUDGET APPROVED AT 

              Budget 6/1/2023 ï 5/31/2024    Colorado Springs, CO 
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     Budget vs. Actual    RMR Garden Clubs Inc.    BUDGET APPROVED AT 

              Budget 6/1/2023 ï 5/31/2024    Colorado Springs, CO 



tŀƎŜ μ мо 

 

Rocky Mountain Rambler       September 2024 

RMR Proposed Budget 2024-25 

RMR Garden Clubs Inc.  PRESENTED FOR APPROVAL 

Proposed Budget 6/1/2024-5/31/2025  AUG, 2024 (SOUTH DAKOTA) 
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RMR Proposed Budget 2024-25 

RMR Garden Clubs Inc.  PRESENTED FOR APPROVAL 

Proposed Budget 6/1/2024-5/31/2025  AUG, 2024 (SOUTH DAKOTA) 
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Colorado Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. 

Coloradoôs RMR Annual Report 

2024 

The Colorado Federation of Garden Clubs has had a very busy 

year! We not only had our annual District meetings and state 

convention, but we also hosted the 2024 NGC Convention this 

year. We had a good turnout, and the tours were all filled to 

capacity and beyond! The workshops were well received, and the 

speakers did a fantastic job. 

CFGC created a ñbenefits of belonging to CFGC and NGCò document. Victoria and Margie 

visited several clubs to talk about the benefits of belonging to the state and national 

organizations. Victoria and Pat (our new 1st VP) are continuing to visit clubs throughout the rest 

of the year. The ñbenefitsò program has brought renewed energy to clubs and provided much 

needed information on why clubs should be part of the state and national organizations.  Weôve 

found that this document helps clubs see what is available through the state and national 

organizations such as grants, awards, programs, projects, etc.  

One of our new programs that is part of our ñbenefits of belonging to CFGCò is to provide 

funds from the state to help Clubs and Districts pay for educational speakers. Many clubs and 

districts have already taken advantage of that new program. This program is paid for through an 

annual grant the state gets from the Colorado Garden Foundation who hosts the annual Garden 

and Home Show in Denver, which we also participate in each year.  

Our Districts and Clubs have been busy. Our clubs worked with Ronald McDonald House 

Charities creating a new Veggie and Herb Garden for the Residents and staff, the Ft. Logan 

Cemetery, the Pickens Technical College Rose Garden, acted as docents to led garden tours for 

community and pollinator gardens in the area as well as many more projects. GMGC 

participated in the national Wreaths Across America program, purchasing 10 wreaths and 

helping to distribute 2000 wreaths to honor fallen service members at Linn Grove Cemetery, a 

regional Blue and Gold Star cemetery for Northern Colorado. 
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Colorado Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. cont. 

 

Our clubs and districts have had many programs on topics ranging from how climate change is 

affecting our area, to Plant Select offerings for our region, prairie soil health, building and 

maintaining blue bird houses, Vegetable Container Gardening, Editable flowers, floral arts, 

general horticulture, to plant propagation. Our clubs also donate (and plant) trees to help the 

environment, as well as one club that donated $250 to their local library to buy seeds for their 

Seed Library where their patrons can get seeds when they would not otherwise be able to afford. 

That same club also donated $500.00 to a local High Schoolôs FFA students to be able to 

compete at the FFA National. They are required to wear a specific uniform not paid for by the 

school. 80% of the students are economically disadvantaged. 

Many of our clubs do Plant Sales for their main fundraisers.  These are usually very successful. 

Some of our clubs hosted the Garden Tours and sell tickets as a fundraiser. GMGC participated 

in the Chamber of Commerceôs Young Professional and Volunteer Fair. They introduced the 

club to a new population of community members!  Many of our clubs received grants and 

awards to include GMGC receiving 2 major grants this year - The Giving Works Grant from 

Campus Works for $1,200 and the Plant America - Feeding America Grant for $1,000 from 

NGC. Both are used in conjunction with club funds, to support gardens in the community with 

plants and supplies.  

And finally, we are creating a new state website and renewing our commitment to using Social 

Media channels to get the word out about our clubs.  

 

Happy Gardening! 

Victoria Schmidt 

CFGC President 2023-2025 
ñGrowing our knowledge through education, experience, experimentation, and sharing.ò 
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Kansas Associated Garden Clubs, Inc. (KAGC) 

The Kansas Associated Garden Clubs (KAGC) held their 

State Convention June 9th and 10th on the grounds of the 

Agricultural Hall of Fame in Bonner Springs, KS.          

The 3 clubs of the East Central District hosting the event.        

The picturesque barn and surrounding were a wonderful 

backdrop for the weekend that started off with a certified 

Flower Show coordinated by the Judges Council.           

The lovely designs and horticulture brightened up the 

room.  A tour of the grounds and the Agricultural Museum 

were part of the afternoonôs activity. 

Folk Singer, Joy Zimmerman provided entertainment 

Friday evening at the beginning of the banquet and Donna 

Rouch, NGC Vice President provided an update on the state of National Garden Clubs.     

Donna is from Nebraska so it was nice to have a National Officer so close and available to 

attend the Conference. 

Saturday morning brought a much-needed rainfall to the area.  The Business meeting included 

State Awards presentations, installation of the new State Officers presented by Donna Rouch, 

discussions on growing membership, A report of the digitization of the Judges Council books 

and the Rose Garden book of Friendship project, The use of Zoom for District and State 

meetings to make it possible for less travel and more participation of members as they age.   

Penny Morgan was installed as the new KAGC President and her theme for the year is ñBee a 

Guardian of the Galaxy, a Protector of Pollinators.ò   3 Musketeer Bars were handed out to the 

attendees by Donna Rouch, as the motto ñAll for one, and one for all ñ, to remind us to carry on 

the promotion, good deeds, and work of the garden clubs. 

The clubs have carried on the promotion & participation in the National Smokey Bear Project, 

Installation of a Blue/Gold Star in Pilsen, Kansas, visiting gardens, and putting on workshops 

on floral design and holding flower shows.  

KAGC is now 2 districts:  The Sunflower District ï represented by 4 clubs and the East Central 

District which is represented by 3 clubs.   There are 149 members in the KAGC.                    

The attendance of the conference was around 30 people.  

Respectfully submitted 

Penny Morgan, President of Kansas Associated Garden Clubs (KAGC) 
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Montana Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.  

 

 
Greetings from Montana!  

  

Our days in the 70ôs and 80ôs has now risen to the 90ôs!!  We are in 

for a hot summer.  The good thing about Montana summers is the 

evenings and early mornings are cool.  I get outside to water my 

plants around 6am.  By 10 or beautiful 11, the sunôs up and heating 

everything around me.  This spring was short and cool so I didnôt 

even plant my vegetable garden till the middle of June!  Weôll see 

what comes up. 

 

Montana just had a 2024 State Convention in Malta.  Malta is in the 

north-eastern part of the state.  It was well attended, considering the 

distance some folks had to travel.  Myself, it took 7 hours to get there from my town of 

Whitehall.  NGC Scholarship, MFGC Murphy Scholarship and MFGC Life Members 

Scholarship were awarded to 3 very deserving young people.  Awards were given to clubs for 

outstanding projects and we crowned, with a sparkling tierra and sash, Phyllis White as Garden 

Club Member of the Year.  Congratulations to everyone.  The Convention was attended by the 

NGC President, Brenda Moore who gave an excellent informative program titled ñ50 Shades of 

Greenò.  The power-point presented 50 benefits of belonging to National Garden Clubs and the 

opportunities offered to our members. 

 

Malta Dirt Daubers had a beautiful dedication of their Gold Star Memorial.  Boy Scout Troop 

1429 presented colors and a veteran with a lovely voice sang the ñStar Spangled Banner.ò  A 

Gold Star family was honored and I gave a history of the Gold Star.  The unveiling was done by 

2 military veterans and garden club members, Joyce Hendricks and Jeannie Bennett. 
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Montana Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. cont. 

 

Montana is divided into 8 Districts with anywhere of 2 to 4 clubs in each district.  The MFGC 

officers visit each District beginning the last week of September and finishing the first week in 

October.  This is an opportunity for meeting the club members in a more informal atmosphere.  

Conventions are great but I really enjoy the District Meetings and being able to spend time one-

on-one with our members.  I learn about new projects they are working on and sometimes hear 

about issues that need some advice or guidance on.  Because Montana is such a large state, the 

travel is extensive, putting almost 2000 miles on the car.  Oh, but what a great road trip it is, 

seeing the landscape changing from mountains to the prairies!  (that sounds like a song I know!) 

 

I have made my reservations to attend the RMR Convention this year in Sioux Falls, SD.  It will 

be nice to see everyone again.   

 

With the heat of summer upon us, we can only dream that fall is just weeks away.  Enjoy these 

lazy crazy days of summer ï have a cookout or take a dip to stay cool. 

 

Diane Ward 

MFGC President 
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Federated Garden Clubs of Nebraska, Inc.  

Hello from Nebraska, 

The hot weather and lack of moisture in most of the state have made 

gardening a little challenging this summer, but that hasnôt stopped us 
from enjoying our gardens. In June 2024, FGCN celebrated its 90th 

anniversary at our annual meeting in Kearney NE. The event was a 

joyous occasion, marked by the presence of our special guest, Ryleigh 

Grove, FGCN, and NGC 2024 Scholarship Winner. Members were 

excited about the milestone and the day of learning and fellowship that 

awaited them. 

Our 13 clubs have had a busy summer. Many clubs still struggle to 

attract members, but that doesnôt stop them from accomplishing many 

goals. Most clubs meet in person, but at one district meeting, a good 

discussion was held on trying to do some Zoom activities, especially when there are speakers other 
clubs might be interested in joining. Several chapters have had very successful plant sales, and the 

Plattsmouth Garden Club will again hold its annual flower show. 

One of the most significant accomplishments for our state was the continuation of the Blue Star and 

Gold Star Memorials. This past year, Mary Carlson and her committee have received permission to 

install a Blue Star Memorial at Ft. McPherson National Cemetery, will install a Blue Star By-pass 

Memorial into Omaha Memorial Park, and have moved the first Blue Star 

Memorial dedicated in 1950 in Plattsmouth, NE to the Nebraska Military Vehicle Museum in 

Lexington, NE. She and her committee have continued to fundraise for those projects. We are so 

appreciative of Maryôs dedication and giving her talents and treasures. She is an inspiration to all of us. 

Several members have taken the opportunity to do various schools through Zoom. I continue to 

encourage our members to take advantage of these opportunities. Eight members of FGCN enjoyed 

RMR held in South Dakota. It was a fun and interesting meeting. South Dakota did an amazing job. I 

have also enjoyed attending district meetings. I look forward to attending the NGC Fall Board meeting 

via Zoom. I will have been able to attend 2 out of 3 district meetings which I always enjoy. We are 

planning the FGCN Fall Board meeting, and districts are now beginning to plan for their upcoming 
district meetings for 2025. Itôs hard to believe that we will now start the process of putting our gardens 

ñto bedò. I look forward to fall as I love the changing seasons and all the beautiful colors that fall 

brings. 

Chris Martin  
FGCN President 

Plant Nebraska Native Plants: Preserve our Wildlifeôs Habitats 
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North Dakota State Garden Clubs 

 

North Dakota the Peace Garden State 

 
North Dakota State Garden Clubs had its 58th Annual Meeting on 
June 1 at a local restaurant. Thirteen members attended and we 

welcomed our new Treasurer Mark Blonigen and Acting Secretary 
Jenifer Swetland took minutes. 

 
A $1000 Travel Scholarship from former President Les Westgard to 

be used by the State President for travel to the National Garden 
Convention to be used annually was passed by members. The 

scholarship will be shared with other North Dakota clubs if they join 
the NDSGC. These funds will be held by the Fargo Garden 

Society's Treasury. 
 

President Marilyn Isaacson gave a report from the Fargo Garden Society stating it was a great 
year. Last year (2023) the club celebrated its 100th year anniversary and membership also 

increased last year. 

 

These wonderful smiling faces are: Front Row: Joel Simons, Patricia Simons, Linda 
Bellemare, Linda Anderson, Sandra Vigen, DJ Hetland, Back Row: Nancy McKinnon, Mark 
Blonigen, Marilyn Isaacson, Jenifer Swetland, Jackie Cox, Barb Sherburne, and Becky Goetz 

 
 

 


